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This year has been especially 
busy and challenging for all of 
us for many reasons. At this 
moment I will reflect on what 
we have achieved to shape the 
future Washington State 
Council of the PDCA.   I am 
pleased to share the highlights 
of 2009 and to acknowledge 
the many contributions of our 
members. My highest com-
mendations go to our Execu-
tive Board, Board of Directors, 
all Committee Chairs, Associ-
ates and special projects volun-
teers for their willingness to 
serve on their own time and 
expense, and to their commit-
ment to the mission of the 
Council.  Their contributions 
will continue to enhance the 
image and stability of the or-
ganization. 
The Washington State Coun-
cil of the PDCA has reached a 
remarkable turning point in its 

history.  After considering 
several options to revitalize the 
future of the Council, signifi-
cant changes were imple-
mented. They include (a) hir-
ing an Association Manager, 
(b) creating a Tech Commit-
tee, (c) promoting associate 
member involvement, (d) ex-
panding alliances with Na-
tional PDCA, and (e) recur-
ring events, educational pro-
grams and community out-
reach. 
Welcome Luci Ismert, our new 
Association Manager. She 
brings 28 years of experience 
in administration, marketing, 
and membership services of 
non -profit organizations and 
lots of enthusiasm. 
 
Congratulations to Jesse Ficks, 
2009 Contractor of The Year 
and to Curtis Martin, 2009 
Associate Of The Year. We 
celebrated our 2009 Conven-
tion at the Red Lion Hotel in 
Vancouver, WA. Thanks to 
Jeff Stauch, Oregon/

PDCA would like to make 
sure all members are aware of 
the newly announced EPA 
lead-safe practices.  Beginning 
April 2010 contractors will be 
expected to meet these guide-
lines for safe work activities on 
buildings built prior to 1978 
where lead-based paint is pre-

sent. 

Complications from exposure 
to lead affect adults and chil-
dren.  The risks are significant 
and dangerous.  Children face 
the greatest risk.  The new 
guidelines focus on build-
ings where children under  
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age six (6) are present on a 
regular basis.  The defined 
hours of visitation by children 
are detailed in the EPA Rul-
ing. 

Workers on projects for these 
buildings must be a certified 
renovator or have been trained 
by one.  Make certain that  

 your organization is ready to 
adhere to the new guidelines. 
For more information please 
review the following sources. 

EPA Ruling Fact Sheetð
www.epa.gov/lead/pubs/
rrpfactsheet2008.htm 

 

Washington 2009 Convention 
Chair for managing the event.   
We purchased a state of the 
art ñBarracudaò firewall, a new 
server and two work stations 
to increase efficiencies to bet-
ter serve our stakeholders. The 
Tech Committee has been 
involved in managing our 
website and overseeing techni-
cal improvements at our of-
fice. Thanks to Jesse Ficks, 
Shawn Cummings and Karen 
McClain for their innovative 
thinking. 
Our new Associate Secretary 
to the Board, Lissa Nelson, is 
heading the Associate Com-
mittee. This enthusiastic and 
energetic team has created an 
impressive agenda of programs 
and projects for 2010. 
 
Thanks to our Membership/
Education Committee for 
organizing a long term plan-
ning educational framework 
and for organizing recurring 
events.   Special thanks to 
Linda Meaker for leading  
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Color trends for 2010 take 
inspiration from a variety of 
social and economic influ-
ences. In addition, living 
space personalization contin-
ues to act as a driver for color 
change with accent walls or 
niche areas appropriate for 
small doses of high impact, 
bold color while using more 
subtle hues on broad wall 
areas. 
 
Debbie Zimmer, paint and color 
expert with the Paint Quality Insti-
tuteSM states, ñMore and more 
homeowners are taking on the task 
of simple home projects to save 
money and improve their current 
space. Conversely, others are spruc-
ing up in preparation for placing 
their home on the market.ò  
 
Regardless of the purpose, a fresh 
coat of paint remains one of the 
most economical ways to accom-
plish all three. No matter what 
paint color is used, homeowners 
continue to strive for comfortable, 
tranquil home environments. 
 
Zimmer shares, ñWhile over-the-top 
renovations arenôt the norm today,  
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EPA Lead Info Websiteð
www.epa.gov/lead 

EPA Contractor Bro-
chure (PDF file) - 
www.epa.gov/lead/pubs/
Irrpfinal.pdf 

 

National Lead Information 
Centerð1-800-424-LEAD 
(5323) 

 

Founded in 1884, PDCA 
represents the interests of 
professional painting and 
decorating contractors devel-
opment of the painting and 
decorating profession and 
industry. 

Color Trends 2010 
Itôs All About Time 

handy homeowners are tackling 
small manageable home improve-
ments, such as the addition of a 
morning kitchen to a bedroom or 
home office.ò 
 
With consumers continued desire 
to create both warm and functional 
spaces the Good Morning palette 
consists of hues that are fresh, clean 
and comfortable. Color recommen-
dations; Honey-like hues such as tan 
or pale gold, coral, yellow , mineral 
grey. 
 
ñThe inspiration for the Good 
Night palette comes from aboveð
the ceilingò, offers Zimmer. Why 
sleep beneath a lackluster white 
canopy? Wrap any space with con-
stant color by painting the ceiling in 
a tint, tone or shade of the wall 
color or add a softer touch by par-
ing pastel hues. She continues, 
ñFrom pastels to deep-tones, Good 
Night hues, as you might expect, are 
especially useful in bedrooms and 
baths or to ñwarm-upò a family 
space.ò Color recommendations; 
Pastel hues, particularly pale blue or 
shell pink for ceilings, midnight 
blue eggplant wine. 
 

Home staging continues to grow in 
popularity as property owners look for 
home sale assistance. Zimmer states, 
ñThe Good Bye palette reflects an 
assortment of simplistic hues that 
work across a variety of spaces creating 
a welcoming first impression and suit-
able backdrop for any living area.ò 
 
Whether youôre saying good-bye to one 
home or hello to another, this classic 
palette is suitable for all areas and is an 
especially good choice for foyers, kitch-
ens and family living spaces. 
Color recommendations; Khaki pared 
with crisp white, mid-toned blues, off-
white, bisque black. 
 
Zimmer concludes, ñNo matter which 
hue attracts attention this year, con-
sumers continue to have an increased 
appreciation for paint quality and 
value.ò And, why not? It remains a 
personal choice for a personal spaceð
itôs about time. 
 
Deborah Zimmer 
The Paint Quality Institute 
Dow Coating Materials 
dzimmer@rohmhaas.com 
215-592-2169 

ñNo matter which hue attracts attention 
this year, consumers continue to have an 
increased appreciation for paint quality and 
value.ò And, why not? It remains a personal 
choice for a personal spaceðitôs about time. 

Paint Like a Pro for a 
Look that Lasts  

One of the easiest home improve-
ment projects ï one that will add 
the most value to your home for the 
least amount of money ï is paint-
ing.  Itôs easy to keep your paint job 
looking great so it continues to add 
value to your home for years to 
come, just do what professional 
painters do: use one coat of primer 
and one coat of paint instead of two 
coats of paint.  Hereôs why: 
 

-Primers hide previous colors; even the 
darkest blues and deepest reds far 
better than paint alone and prevent 
them from showing through or 
changing the color of  

the topcoat.  Theyôll make your new 
color look more vibrant and even. 
Hereôs a little secret: By tinting your 
primer towards your paint color, 
youôll use less paint ï plus get all the 
benefits of priming.  Just ask your 
paint store or home center associate 
to add one half the same colorant 
they use to mix your paint. 

 

-Primers work hard to block stains;  
If you try to cover a stain with a 
fresh coat of paint, the stain will 
probably bleed through ï no matter 
how many coats of paint you apply.  
Quality primers seal in stains and  

prevent them from ruining your 
paint job. 

 

-Primers provide a sound base for 
paint.  Paint is formulated to pro-
vide rich, beautiful color ï but 
donôt expect it to do a primerôs job.  
High quality primers are rich in 
resin and provide a firm base for 
paint to adhere.  Some primers even 
stick to glossy, hard-to-paint surfaces 
without sanding, so you can paint 
paneling, cabinets, glossy paints, 
vinyl siding and more. 

Article Submitted by, 

Lissa Nelson 
Area Manager-WA, No. ID, 
MT 
Rust-Oleum/Zinsser 
425-301-7500 cell 
360-805-4133 fax 
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the Boy Scout Painting Merit 
Badge Program for next year. We 
are looking forward to forging 
and expanding alliances with our 
national headquarters and to 
start seeking effective avenues of 
contact with other professional 
organizations. 
Welcome Vision 2010! 
 
In conclusion, I must add that we 
need to be alert to respond to the 
ever changing industry environ-
ment and to remember that we 
are the standard bearer of excel-
lence. The changes and contribu-
tions noted above will contribute 
to the great potential of this vital 

Association. Indeed, this prom-
ises to be a banner year for 
PDCA! Welcome Vision 2010! 
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2009 Annual WA/OR PDCA Convention 

The Qualified Contractor 

Miller Paint 

1st Place Winner for 
best decorated Booth! 


